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us from giving serious attention to what the
Indian writers themselves, and especially in
their best periods, have said.

Now there are not a few who, either from
a laudable curiosity or from one or other of
the reasons above suggested, desire to look
into these things. The original documents
are a closed book to them. Unabridged
translations are not only too long, but are
at times well-nigh as dark as the originals,
and, in spite of the English used, require
almost a special education to use them
aright. The histories of Indian Literature
written for scholars are so largely occupied
with discussions of the difficult and obscure
questions of date and authorship that they
do not adequately provide for this reasonable
desire of the average general reader. What
is wanted is a selection of suitable passages
made with this special aim in view; made
both with sympathy and with historical
insight and sense of value; and accompanied
with just the short amount of explanation
that is necessary for the purpose sought.

The following pages seem to me to satisfy